Abstract. A summary and restatement, in plain English and modern notation, of the results of E.H. Moore on the generalized inverse that bears his name.
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One symbol needs explanation: U stands for the number system used throughout, and U C denotes a number system of type C, that is a quasi-field with a conjugate and an order relation, see [20, Part 1, p . 174] for details. All results below are for type C number systems, so this assumption will not be repeated. The rest of the theorem, in plain English, is: (29. 3) Theorem.
For every matrix A there exists a unique matrix X : R(A) → R(A H ) such that

AX = P R(A) , XA = P R(A H ) .
Here A H denotes the conjugate transpose of A, R(A) the range of A, and P L the orthogonal projector on L. The plan of this paper is as follows.
• A sketch of E. H. Moore's biography is given in § 2.
• Section 3 summarizes the results of Moore's lecture to the American Mathematical Society in 1920 [19] .
• Section 4 is a translation of the main results in [20 Reading the Moore story, one sees a brilliant and eclectic mathematician, a strong, principled man, and a very able leader who did much to advance mathematics (at a time when mathematical research had low standing in American académe), skillfully navigating around administrative rocks 5 .
Moore made important contributions to Mathematical Analysis, Algebra and Geometry, and in his General Analysis [14] , [15] , [20] , attempted an ambitious unification, justified by his principle of generalization by abstraction,
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A. Ben-Israel "The existence of analogies between central features of various theories implies the existence of a more fundamental general theory embracing the special theories as particular instances and unifying them as to those central features," [16, p. 239] , that Barnard put in perspective "The striking analogies between the theories for linear equations in n-dimensional Euclidean space, for Fredholm integral equations in the space of continuous functions defined on a finite real interval, and for linear equations in Hilbert space of infinitely many dimensions, led Moore to lay down his well-known principle," [20, p. 1] . This effort, which consumed the last 20 years of Moore's life, failed 6 , although unification was eventually achieved by others, along different lines. For awhile, several Moore students used General Analysis as a framework for the study of linear equations and operators (see, e.g. [10] ), and even followed Moore's notation, but these practices were limited and short-lived. Moore's General Analysis was rejected, or ignored, by the leading mathematicians of his time, and was soon forgotten. At the end Moore worked alone on his abstract theory, isolated even in his own department 7 . The main treatise of General Analysis [20] was published posthumously, by the American Philosophical Society 8 , thanks to the skillful editorship of R. W. Barnard, his former student and loyal colleague at Chicago.
Besides the general reciprocal, Moore is remembered today mainly for his contributions to the Theory of Limits [17] , [21] , and to Reproducing Kernels [18] , [20 
If A is of rank r, then A † is given explicitly as follows 6 For a "sociological explanation" see [35, 
(r = 1):
(r = 0): [20] . The centerpiece of Moore's work on the general reciprocal is Section 29 of [20] , his treatise on General Analysis, edited by R. W. Barnard and published posthumously. These results were since rediscovered, some more than once. 
The general reciprocal in General Analysis
(the generalized identity on R(A)).
(1) There exists a unique linear operator 10 P M such that 9 Moore calls it proper (i.e., the determinants of all principal minors are nonzero), positive (i.e., the corresponding quadratic form is nonnegative) and Hermitian.
10 Called the generalized identity matrix for the space M , and denoted by δ M , [20, p. 199] . 
